L. Throughout most of its 260 years, the !
“United States has held aloft the ‘torch. o£
hberty ‘and’ has ‘promoted. democracy‘
“among its neighbors: But the’ pamstak-
:ing; progress has now: beenlargely.un-

:,done by.a-United States- that,suddenly* ’

.;:beoan t0_see Communists:under. eve

; busb. beyond,lts southem borde

y

‘In' 1963, ‘nly four small Latin’ Amemcan
natxons—-—EL Salvador, Horidiras; Nloara-

“gud ande Paraguay-were ruled:by mili-*
~tary ¢ dictators.Then Brazil fell to a Junta

+in 1964, Parama and Peru. went military;

“ini 1968. The drmed forces took over Bos
~livia in. 1969, Ecuador-in 1972; Chﬂeian

- Uruguay-in 1073 Argentmai-

‘brief military flirtation in‘the’ mld_"lf‘603
{has “now.-fallen. under” harsh: milit

;' Tole.And: behmd ‘most;of-the

- dictatorships can be fom;d forme class
j, mates i the: Pentaﬂon or, shado

fals Who suddenly Selzed power,”
“5:1k has Been established that'

“the early 19604 funieled milliéns of dol- ;
“Jars.into. org'mxzauons‘ that. opposed the?
-elvitian:‘regime: of! Brazﬂ;s ;President”:
~-JoaorGoulart. ‘He was. deposed;. interest-
-ingly- enough, while a colone namecl-.f

“Vernon Walters was the US.
tache in Brazit,

-~ Nine years later;’ this-same. »Vernon

‘ ple, that’ the United ‘States quietly en-‘-';g
conraged the géenerals to’ovérthrowtwo -

-;‘of South Amencas democracxes-:‘a idec

'...Walterb turned up'as deputy director of™
the CIA. He was involved in funneling

“subsequent: CIA millions! to. orgamza-j;

“tions: that: were ?pposed
ﬂ SaIvadorAIlende mChlle, §

r

- Af)proved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700060127-8

7 And what' did ‘the. US takpayers get ]
for their money? Both Brazil and Chilg
-are ‘noW Tuled by répressive- rmhtary“
.dictatorships. They have brought a‘mea’
-sure of stability to their countries:-But:
_,_only -xarely -has the .economic trxcMe
Teached. the poorer masses. For ‘theic,
;dubious bIessmgs the people h'uepazd )
a high-price: arrests in the night,;achi- ;
trary unprlsonment and torture fon the_»

! of freedom, is now. thought no. heatter;:

,Washmgton but toHavana. -.- "¢ Wiy

-hasn t'yet stopped the. flow. In the ye:m':
-ahead, for example, the American fax.s

_tary aid.to the Argentinian’ ]unta *s(alk

Mlhtary brass from virtually everyna-
tion in Latin America, meanwhile, have:*
trained at'such U.S: military schools as.

-at Fort Leavenworth Kan., and ‘the Na-
val War College at Newport; R.I. Indeed, ]

“Canal Zone Over 30,600 Latin American?;
'mlhtary nien have tramed at the school
-over.the past three decades. Of 1,765 st~
‘dents Who: atténded the’school in 1975,

Jbrass-in Latin America and the United;]
Stafes have developed close persorml res

-~ But:for the United States, the pncer;
has been higher. This country, once re-:
garded around the world as the hastion.

than its Commumsts rivals. The mmtary
governments of Latin Awmerica have be:"
come S0 oppressive that the-moderates;”
inctuding ‘many who despise conunun="
ism, have turned'in desperatioh mot to ;

*For:in nation after nation, they have,}_
\Vltnessed ‘the-love affair between the:

dictatorshxps -and. the Pentagon: Over: ‘Imhtanr squads to'roam the cities and
the past’ 30 Vears; the-Pentagon has' | - "
‘squandered 32 bﬂnon worth of ‘hards |
‘Sware and training’onthe mﬂxtary est:tb{ :

lxshments of Latin Amnerica. - : ‘
'Thé . growlng - concern “of.: Conoress'»

pay ers will deliver. $49.3 million: in. mili-

million _t0 the; Brazﬂmn generalﬁ =515
‘million to the military dictators in-B
livia and $1.4 million to Generat-Alfred
Stroessner’s regime in Paraguay.:

the Command and General Staff Colleﬂe

the’Pentagon  has éven established: oné
school. that. is: specxflcally designed- to®
train.Latins, 1t’s ‘called the School of the',
'Amerxcans and is located in the Panima ;

tams military adyisers in 17 Latin Amer-
ican countries, Thus~the top milifary.

lationships.:..

T At the

ment, there has been littlé sentiment for:)
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White House a11d State Depart-!

restoring democracy in Latin America. -

It doesn't seem to matter. whether the.

governments “use terror”and’ torture.:
Our ‘diplomats prefer-to keep a “Iow

profile” -and confine their objections to=
“quiet” representations.”” Secretary” oL
State Kissinger appears to be quite com-

fortable

Take Argentina, for example. _I{iLLu’apf;

pings, m

with repressive dictatorships.

urder and torture have become’

daily occurrences. The- outrages are

committ

ed by militants of both political

-extremes. There have been “more peo-
ple killed in one year in Argentina,” one
State Department source told us, “than
in five years in NorthernIreland.” , - .

~The.situation has deteriorated slice
the military junta took over on March

- 24. The dictatorship, rather than join in -

-the murder.-and mayhem directly, per-:

‘mits right-wing para-police .and: para-

countrysxde (hspensmff street justice:

~ Some key congressmien, such as. Rep..
Koch (D-N.Y.), would like to cut
off military aid to Argentina as a ges-

Edward

ture of U.S. concern. U.S. law states that

this can be dona if a country demon-:
strates a “consistent pattern” of “gross

violations” of human rights, But the

State Department charactensuca,ly has
‘objected. that a “consistent pattern" ol .
i ~‘abuse must still be proved. ..

Responds “Koch: . “Bold steps are

needed to jmpress thé Argentive gov-
'ernment that.ds gmce perlod is over.”
dimly;-those” whos believe the

“United Statea “stiould- ‘promote democra-
'~c1es not

‘At Teast-

x:hr'tatorsmps are being heard..
9!78, Unlted ¥ :al:ure Sfudica.le lnc. ",.::;
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